
 

It has been yet another fantastic year at Dive 
Queensland.  
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WHAT IS DIVE QUEENSLAND? 
Dive Queensland is a non profit, membership based organisation committed to the promotion 
and development of the diving industry in Queensland. 

Dive Queensland offers its members access to its Labour Agreement, allowing them to spon-
sor bilingual Dive Instructors  at a reasonable cost. This is of immense benefit to our  

members 

For further information about Dive Queensland please contact Stephanie Pittard at the Dive 
QLD office. 
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On the 8th of May I was fortunate enough to be invited to attend the preview screening of 

Sharkwater in Cairns. The director of the film Sharkwater  Rob Stewart was there to have a Q’S & 
A session afterwards to allow the public to further gain an understanding of why he made such a 
controversial documentary.  

Part biologist, part investigative reporter, Stewart follows the trail of the multi-billion dollar shark 
fin trade and sets off a chain of events that has to be seen to be believed. His adventure be-
comes a dangerous mission involving espionage, corrupt governments, mafia rings, his arrest 
and a glimpse at his own mortality.  

In an effort to protect sharks, Stewart teams up with renegade conservationist Paul Watson of the 
Sea Shepherd Conservation Society. 

 A confrontation between the Sea Shepherd and shark poachers in Guatemala results in a dra-
matic confrontation with a pirate Guatemalan fishing boat. But that’s just the beginning. As they 
become involved in a gunboat chase, face corrupt court systems and attempted murder charges, 
they are forced to flee for their lives. 

Filmed in 15 countries in visually stunning, high definition video, Sharkwater takes you to the 
most shark-rich waters of the world, exposing the exploitation and corruption surrounding the 
world’s shark populations. What one comes away with is a story about the beauty of life on earth 
and our role in protecting its amazing balance. 

Snorkelling, SCUBA & Wildlife Swims AAS Documents.  

Queensland Outdoor Recreation Federation have been contracted by the Queensland  

Government to develop a code of practise for the industry. 

Over the past few months Dive Queensland and Workplace Health and Safety have been work-
ing closely with the Queensland Outdoor Recreation Federation to review the Snorkelling, 

SCUBA and Wildlife Swims AAS documents. 

With the imput from Murray at Workplace Health and Safety, Margie McKenzie from SSI and my-
self we have been able to ensure some major positive changes have been made on the pro-

posed code. These changes  would have adversely impacted our industry. 

 The code documents are currently being drafted and will be available shortly for public  

comment. 

For any further information please feel free to contact myself at the Dive Queensland office.  
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Dive Queensland is proud to introduce to its member s the new website!  

Dive Queensland’s new website captures all the bril liant existing information as well as 
embracing some new features into one user friendly website. 

����
Some of the New Features include:  

·           �Useful Information section where the public can view information about our Great Bar-
rier Reef and the wonderful creatures that inhabit such a fascinating environment. 

·           �Your own member’s resource area (currently under construction). This area will enable 
Dive Queensland members to have there own log in which will allow them to access  
information such as immigration updates, comments and news blogs etc. 

·           �The members resource area will also allow our members to upload there own personal 
comments, ideas , photos or news that they have onto one common page which will be great 
way for us all to see what’s happening in our always evolving industry.   

 

AMTN-C IS MOVING UP! 
The Australian Marine Training Network Cairns was proud to announce another positive move within the 

non for profit group. Kim Andersen has been appointed as the new Project Manager for the AMTN-C. 
which co-ordinates training within Far North Queensland. 
 

Kim will play a vital role within the group as he will  bring “breadth and depth from all aspects of the indus-
try” as quoted by Allan Wallish the president of the group.   
 

The appointment follows a $4 million in state and federal funding for the Great Barrier International Marine 
College in Portsmith. It is a important milestone for the future of Marine Industry and is one of many to 
come! 



Dive Queensland, GBRMPA and AMPTO join together for   

An industry meeting! 

On the 7th of October 2008 a meeting was held at the Cairns Pacific International to bring the 
Dive Industry together and discuss issues and concerns across the entire Industry. Margie 
McKenzie from SSI and I both attended this meeting along with guest speakers from GBRMPA, 
DPI, The Reef and Rainforest Research Centre and AMPTO. The meeting was a chance for the 
both local and interstate Dive communities to come together and express their concerns about 
the sustainability of the industry in coming years as well as being provided with interesting infor-
mation about: 

 

· Climate Change 

· Collective Agreements 

· Survivability of Coral 

· Marine Sewage Disposal 

· EMDG Update plus much more. 

 

Presentations from Sheridan Morris from the Reef and Rainforest Research Centre were thor-
oughly enjoyed by all and helped us gain an insight into what research is currently going on, 
where the funding is going and what she predicts the future to be like for our world heritage area 
the Great Barrier Reef.  

 

The Great Barrier Reef Marine Mark authority also had some representatives which presented 
some fantastic information to the group. David Wachenfeld from GBRMPA also outlined the dif-
ferent changes and adaptations needed to enable the GBR to stay how it is today and not dye 
because of climate change and global warming.  

 

After the presentations from GBRMPA and DPI, the industry was presented with some vital infor-
mation about the new regulations in regards to Marine Sewage Disposal as well as the EMDG 
updates.  

 

The meeting was a free event hosted by AMPTO & Dive Queensland. The overall feedback from 
the dive operators was that all industry  believed that this sort of event should become more com-
mon as it provided vital information to the industry about the up and coming concerns about our 
GBR.   

Dive Queensland and AMPTO agreed to continue this event on in the future.  
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On the 16th of October 2008 Cairns was lucky enough to be presented with the winners of the 34th World 
Festival of Underwater Films. Myself along with Tina Morrison and Margie McKenzie from SSI were pre-
sent along with a lot of Dive Operators and the interested Public.  

 

The evening was set to be a fantastic night of some of the worlds 
best armature film makers and photographers of the underwater 
world. Exhibiting  some of the most amazing footage taken it was 
sure to be a great night. 

 

The festival started of with a presentation from  one of the most re-
nowned filmmakers and photographers……...Once the presentation 
from ….. Had finished we were lured in  with music that captured 
the underwater world along with some amazing stilled images. 
These amazing images were soon followed by a series of short 
documentaries, comic advertising and films of the amazing crea-
tures of the sea. 

 

The event is an annual event which I would highly recommend going to. Film is a great way to get a mes-
sage through which was shown in my favourite short film and in my opinion the most inspiring film ‘TIME’. 
This film was created to make people aware of what time is and how we control time. We are endangering 
the reef  and underwater planet through our own actions in TIME and we are the ones who need to stop 
now and act fast as TIME is so precious and there is never enough of it.  

 

The film festival was a great opportunity for people to see and understand what happens in the underwa-
ter world. With the success of the past and present film festivals I am sure that there will be plenty more to 
see especially as the world and our ocean are forever changing and evolving.  

 
A team from IMAX spent three weeks  
filming the Great Barrier Reef on  
Undersea Explorer recently.   
 
They have now completed four of five  
filming expeditions for “Under the Sea 3D” and it was a great success according to 
Howard and Michelle Hall from IMAX.   
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Over the past few months a couple of interesting things have been happening within 

Pro Dive Cairns. Pro Dive Cairns has moved into their spacious new retail shop on the 
corner of Shields and Grafton Streets, and in a major milestone, is celebrating 25 years in 
business.  
 

Pro Dive Cairns began in 1983, at a time when international tourism was in its infancy and 
with its then two owners as the sole employees in a small rented shop on the waterfront 
next to the Marlin Jetty. Today Pro Dive Cairns has 55 staff and we’re proud to say is one 
of the world’s premier dive schools and dive liveaboard operators. In recognition of retail 
excellence. 
 

Pro Dive Cairns was recently awarded the 

" Outstanding Industry Achievement Award 
2008” by Aquanaut, suppliers of Aqualung 
diving equipment, Suunto, Seaquest and 
Sea&Sea".�

Undersea Explorer is once again leading the way in ecotourism by being the first livea-
board boat in Australia (possibly the world) to employ the use of Biodiesel  in all engines 
and generators onboard.   
 

Biodiesel is a biodegradable, non-toxic fuel made from natural products such as vegeta-
ble oil (in our case we are reusing local restaurant cooking oils).  It is also the only alter-
native energy source to have fully completed the health effects testing requirements of 
the 1990 Clean Air Act Amendments. 
 
Undersea Explorer has completely phased out ordinary diesel in favour of Biodiesel, in 
efforts to support environmentally sustainable practices and reduce global greenhouse 
gas emissions.  
 

Undersea Explorer is also involved in a pilot programme called the Climate Action Certi-
fication Programme.  This programme has been established by Ecotourism Australia to 
provide the tourism industry with a timely response to the globally important issue of cli-
mate change.   



On the 1st and 2nd of November I was lucky enough to be taken out on a 2day/1night diving 

adventure with Cairns Dive Centre. It was perfect weather and the reef was spectacular.  
 

 I was fortunate enough to be able to Snorkel the amazing Outer Great Barrier Reef!  It enabled 
me to cruise the spectacular coral gardens teeming with a vast array of marine life.  

I enjoyed travelling to all the different reef sights in comfort. The staff on board were very humor-
ous and made your stay enjoyable. 

I was lucky enough to have a personal encounter with a turtle who 
allowed me to swim with him for 20 minutes or so.   

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the crew at CDC for 
organising my trip out it was much enjoyed.  

Below are some photos I took whilst on my adventure .They are 
images of the amazing marine life on the Great Barrier Reef! 

If you would like to visit the Great Barrier Reef check out Cairns 
Dive Centre at www.cairnsdive.com.au 

 

 

  

 

 



RPL for Instructors & 
  

 TAA40104 Certificate IV in Training and Assessment  

SSI Australia is proud to announce it is now offering all active dive instructors the 
opportunity to be eligible for Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) to gain national ac-
creditation. Gaining national accreditation for the skills you have acquired over your 
work experience will enhance your employment opportunities over a wide range of oc-
cupations.   
 
They are also excited to be able to offer  A Step-by-
Step Accredited Package to take you from Professional 
Dive Instructor to  
Professional Trainer. 
 
SSI Australia has contextualized the TAA40104 
 Certificate IV in Training and Assessment specifically 
for existing scuba training professionals currently work-
ing within the Marine Tourism environment. 
 
The Training and Assessment Training Package (TAA04) has been designed to meet 
the current  
competency development and qualification needs of new or existing personnel work-
ing in a broad range of functions and activities within the vocational training sector.  
 
The package addresses a range of competency areas that represent the key areas of 
work undertaken within RTO’s. 
 
This is a great opportunity for all those who are interested. If you think you may be eli-
gible or would like to know more please email rto@ssidiving.com or  
phone 07 40 444 999. 
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